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The BIG questions 
(current Areas of Ignorance)

• Stellar Progenitors 
and their pre-explosion structure 

• Mass Loss 
• Explosion Mechanism/ 

Source of Energy Eta-Car
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Margutti et al., 2016, Submitted, arXiv:
1601.06806
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SN2014C: a normal Ib SN
Bolometric Luminosity
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dist=15.7 Mpc

NORMAL

Milisavljevic, RM+15



SN2014C-Optical
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Figure 4. The spectrum of SN 2014C compared to those of
other type Ib supernovae near maximum light. The spectra of
SN 2014C and SN2008D have been corrected for extinction us-
ing E(B − V ) values of 0.75 mag (this paper) and 0.5 mag
(Soderberg et al. 2008; Modjaz et al. 2009), respectively, whereas
the spectrum of iPTF13bvn has not been corrected (Cao et al.
2013; Srivastav et al. 2014). The data were originally published in
Modjaz et al. (2009) and Srivastav et al. (2014) and were digitally
retrieved from WISEREP (Yaron & Gal-Yam 2012). Also shown
is a synthetic spectrum of SN 2014C created with SYN++. Some ab-
sorption features dominated by single ions with projected Doppler
expansion velocities of (1.3 ± 0.1) × 104 km s−1 are identified, as
well as high velocity (HV) hydrogen that spans (1.3 − 2.1) × 104

km s−1.

of Hα and [N II] 6548, 6583 lines having instrumentally
unresolved FWHM velocities of ≈ 250 km s−1 and an
intermediate-width component with a FWHM width of
1200±100 km s−1 (Figure 5). The Hα profile extends to
6520 Å and 6610 Å, which sets limits on the velocity of
the emitting shocked CSM to −2000 and +2200 km s−1.
The narrow components are presumably associated with
wind material that is being photoionized by X-rays of the
forward shock, and the intermediate component is associ-
ated with the shock and/or ejecta running into CSM. The
day −4 spectrum, which has only narrow components, is
most likely a combination of emission local to the super-
nova and from the entire host massive star cluster (see
Section 2.1). We interpret emission at later epochs to be
be dominated by emission from supernova-CSM interac-
tion.
Beginning with the day 282 spectrum and continuing

with the day 373 spectrum, the emissions are increas-
ingly complex and originate from several distinct regions.
Figure 6 shows an enlargement of the day 373 spectrum
corrected for extinction and a complete list of identified
emission features. Several narrow, unresolved emission
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Figure 5. Evolution of the emission line profile around Hα. On
day −4 only unresolved (FWHM ≈ 250 km s−1) Hα and [N II]
λλ6548, 6583 lines are observed. Subsequently, beginning on day
113, an intermediate component (FWHM ≈ 1200 km s−1) is ob-
served. A model fitting the day 373 profile is shown. Scaling
parameters are given to the left of each spectrum.

lines are observed including [O III] λ4363 and λλ4959,
5007, [Ne III] λ3869, He II λ4686, and [N II] λ5755.
Also seen are several narrow, unresolved coronal lines
including [Fe VI], [Fe VII], [Fe X], [Fe XI], and [Fe XIV].
We attribute this emission to ionization of the pre-shock
circumstellar gas by X-rays emitted by the shocked gas.
The strongest constraint on the wind velocity comes from
the day 474 spectrum that has the highest resolution of
all our data. We measure a FWHM width of 1.5 Å (which
is unresolved) in the [O III] λ4363 emission line. This sets
an upper limit of < 100 km s−1 for the unshocked wind
velocity.
Broad emission centered around the [O III] λλ4959,

5007 lines is seen in our spectra beginning on day 282
and continues to be visible through our last spectrum ob-
tained on day 474. The width of the emission is difficult
to measure since it blends with Hβ blueward of 4959 Å
and another source of emission redward of 5070 Å. We
estimate that the velocity width must be ! 3500 km s−1,
meaning that the emission originates from a region dif-
ferent than the shocked CSM. Presumably it is emission
from oxygen-rich stellar ejecta being excited by the re-
verse shock. Broad [O III] emission is normally only seen
in supernovae many years to decades after core collapse
(Milisavljevic et al. 2012). But in the case of SN2014C,
the supernova-CSM interaction may have accelerated its

Halpha
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SN2014C-X-rays (soft+hard)

FIRST Hstripped-SN ever detected at hard X-rays!

RM+16

Chandra



SN2014C-X-rays (soft+hard)

FIRST Hstripped-SN ever detected at hard X-rays!

RM+16

Rising X-ray 
Luminosity!

Open Supernova Catalog (~36000 SNe) 
https://sne.space/
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retrieved from WISEREP (Yaron & Gal-Yam 2012). Also shown
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of Hα and [N II] 6548, 6583 lines having instrumentally
unresolved FWHM velocities of ≈ 250 km s−1 and an
intermediate-width component with a FWHM width of
1200±100 km s−1 (Figure 5). The Hα profile extends to
6520 Å and 6610 Å, which sets limits on the velocity of
the emitting shocked CSM to −2000 and +2200 km s−1.
The narrow components are presumably associated with
wind material that is being photoionized by X-rays of the
forward shock, and the intermediate component is associ-
ated with the shock and/or ejecta running into CSM. The
day −4 spectrum, which has only narrow components, is
most likely a combination of emission local to the super-
nova and from the entire host massive star cluster (see
Section 2.1). We interpret emission at later epochs to be
be dominated by emission from supernova-CSM interac-
tion.
Beginning with the day 282 spectrum and continuing

with the day 373 spectrum, the emissions are increas-
ingly complex and originate from several distinct regions.
Figure 6 shows an enlargement of the day 373 spectrum
corrected for extinction and a complete list of identified
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Figure 5. Evolution of the emission line profile around Hα. On
day −4 only unresolved (FWHM ≈ 250 km s−1) Hα and [N II]
λλ6548, 6583 lines are observed. Subsequently, beginning on day
113, an intermediate component (FWHM ≈ 1200 km s−1) is ob-
served. A model fitting the day 373 profile is shown. Scaling
parameters are given to the left of each spectrum.

lines are observed including [O III] λ4363 and λλ4959,
5007, [Ne III] λ3869, He II λ4686, and [N II] λ5755.
Also seen are several narrow, unresolved coronal lines
including [Fe VI], [Fe VII], [Fe X], [Fe XI], and [Fe XIV].
We attribute this emission to ionization of the pre-shock
circumstellar gas by X-rays emitted by the shocked gas.
The strongest constraint on the wind velocity comes from
the day 474 spectrum that has the highest resolution of
all our data. We measure a FWHM width of 1.5 Å (which
is unresolved) in the [O III] λ4363 emission line. This sets
an upper limit of < 100 km s−1 for the unshocked wind
velocity.
Broad emission centered around the [O III] λλ4959,

5007 lines is seen in our spectra beginning on day 282
and continues to be visible through our last spectrum ob-
tained on day 474. The width of the emission is difficult
to measure since it blends with Hβ blueward of 4959 Å
and another source of emission redward of 5070 Å. We
estimate that the velocity width must be ! 3500 km s−1,
meaning that the emission originates from a region dif-
ferent than the shocked CSM. Presumably it is emission
from oxygen-rich stellar ejecta being excited by the re-
verse shock. Broad [O III] emission is normally only seen
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Thanks to Chandra, XMM, Swift, NuSTAR 
 for your generous support to our investigation

                    Mass-loss in  
                    evolved massive  
                  stars is one of  
                  the least  
          understood aspects 
 of stellar  evolution,  
it is relevant to a  
number of different  
areas of Astrophysics, 
 it deserves  
further attention. 



The Little Gidding by T. S. Eliot

“…The END 

is where we start from…”

Thanks to Chandra, XMM, Swift, NuSTAR 
 for your generous support to our investigation



Back up



Super-Luminous X-rays are not for everybody…

P=1,1.5, 2 ms

Margutti in prep.



Most importantly, the inferred rate of X-ray outbursts indicates
that all core-collapse supernovae produce detectable shock break-out
emission. Thus, we predict that future wide-field X-ray surveys will
uncover hundreds of supernovae each year at the time of explosion,
providing the long-awaited temporal and positional triggers for
neutrino and gravitational wave searches.

Discovery of the X-ray outburst

On 2008 January 9 at 13:32:49UT, we serendipitously discovered an
extremely bright X-ray transient during a scheduled Swift X-ray
Telescope (XRT) observation of the galaxy NGC2770 (distance
d5 27Mpc).PreviousXRTobservationsof the field just twodays earlier
revealed no pre-existing source at this location. The transient, hereafter
designated as X-ray outburst (XRO) 080109, lasted about 400 s, andwas
coincident with one of the galaxy’s spiral arms (Fig. 1). From observa-
tions described below, we determine that XRO080109 is indeed located
in NGC2770, and we thus adopt this association from here on.

The temporal evolution is characterized by a fast rise and expo-
nential decay, often observed for a variety of X-ray flare phenomena
(Fig. 1). We determine the onset of the X-ray emission to be 9z20

{8 s
before the beginning of the observation, implying an outburst start
time (t0) of January 9.5644 UT. The X-ray spectrum is best fitted by a
power law (N(E) / E2C, whereN and E are the photon number and
energy, respectively) with a photon index of C5 2.36 0.3, and a
hydrogen column density of NH~6:9z1:8

{1:5|1021 cm{2, in excess of
the absorption within the Milky Way (see Supplementary
Information). The inferred unabsorbed peak flux is FX,p<
6.93 10210 erg cm22 s21 (0.3–10 keV). We also measure significant
spectral softening during the outburst.

The XRO was in the field of view of the Swift Burst Alert Telescope
(BAT;15–150 keV)beginning30minbeforeandcontinuing throughout
the outburst, but no c-ray counterpart was detected. Thus, the outburst
was not a GRB (see also Supplementary Information). Integrating over
the duration of the outburst, we place a limit on the c-ray fluence of
fc= 83 1028 erg cm22 (3s), a factor of three times higher than an
extrapolation of the X-ray spectrum to the BAT energy band.

The total energy of the outburst is thus EX< 23 1046 erg, at least
three orders of magnitude lower10 than GRBs. The peak luminosity is
LX,p< 6.13 1043 erg s21, several orders of magnitude larger than the
Eddington luminosity (the maximum luminosity for a spherically
accreting source) of a solar mass object, outbursts from ultra-luminous
X-ray sources and type I X-ray bursts. In summary, the properties of
XRO080109 are distinct from those of all known X-ray transients.

The birth of a supernova

Simultaneous observations of the field with the co-aligned
Ultraviolet/Optical Telescope (UVOT) on board Swift showed no
evidence for a contemporaneous counterpart. However, UVOT
observations just 1.4 h after the outburst revealed11 a brightening
ultraviolet/optical counterpart. Subsequent ground-based optical
observations also uncovered11–13 a coincident source.

We promptly obtained optical spectroscopy of the counterpart
with the Gemini North 8-m telescope beginning 1.74 d after the
outburst (Fig. 2). The spectrum is characterized by a smooth con-
tinuum with narrow absorption lines of Na I (wavelengths 5,890
and 5,896 Å) at the redshift of NGC 2770. More importantly, we
note broad absorption features near 5,200 and 5,700 Å and a drop-
off beyond 7,000 Å, strongly suggestive of a young supernova.
Subsequent observations confirmed these spectral characteristics11,14,
and the transient was classified11,15 as type Ibc SN 2008D based on the
lack of hydrogen and weak silicon features.

Thanks to the prompt X-ray discovery, the temporal coverage of
our optical spectra exceeds those of most supernovae, rivalling even
the best-studied GRB-associated supernovae, and SN 1987A (Fig. 2).
We see a clear evolution from a mostly featureless continuum to
broad absorption lines, and finally to strong absorption features with
moderate widths. Moreover, our spectra reveal the emergence of
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Figure 1 | Discovery image and X-ray light curve of XRO080109/
SN2008D. a, X-ray (left) and ultraviolet (right) images of the field obtained
on 2008 January 7 UT during Swift observations of the type Ibc supernova
2007uy. No source is detected at the position of SN2008D to a limit of
=1023 counts s21 in the X-ray band and U> 20.3mag. b, Repeated
ultraviolet andX-ray observations of the field from January 9 UT duringwhich
we serendipitously discovered XRO080109 and its ultraviolet counterpart.
The position of XRO080109 is right ascension a5 09 h 09min 30.70 s,
declination d5 33u 089 19.10 (J2000) (63.50), about 9 kpc from the centre of
NGC2770. c, X-ray light curve of XRO080109 in the 0.3–10 keV band. The
datawere accumulated in thephotoncountingmode andwereprocessedusing
version 2.8 of the Swift software package, including themost recent calibration
and exposuremaps. The high count rate resulted in photon pile-up, which we
correct for by fitting aKing function profile to the point spread function (PSF)
to determine the radial point at which the measured PSF deviates from the
model. The counts were extracted using an annular aperture that excluded the
affected 4 pixel core of the PSF, and the count rate was corrected according to
the model. Error bars,61s. Using a fast rise, exponential decay model (red
curve), we determine the properties of the outburst, in particular its onset
time, t0, which corresponds to the explosion time of SN2008D. The best-fit
parameters are a peak time of 636 7 s after the beginning of the observation,
an e-folding time of 1296 6 s, and peak count rate of 6.26 0.4 counts s21

(90%confidence level usingCash statistics). Thebest-fit valueof t0 is January 9
13:32:40UT (that is, 9 s before the start of the observation) with a 90%
uncertainty range of 13:32:20 to 13:32:48UT.
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that all core-collapse supernovae produce detectable shock break-out
emission. Thus, we predict that future wide-field X-ray surveys will
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coincident with one of the galaxy’s spiral arms (Fig. 1). From observa-
tions described below, we determine that XRO080109 is indeed located
in NGC2770, and we thus adopt this association from here on.

The temporal evolution is characterized by a fast rise and expo-
nential decay, often observed for a variety of X-ray flare phenomena
(Fig. 1). We determine the onset of the X-ray emission to be 9z20

{8 s
before the beginning of the observation, implying an outburst start
time (t0) of January 9.5644 UT. The X-ray spectrum is best fitted by a
power law (N(E) / E2C, whereN and E are the photon number and
energy, respectively) with a photon index of C5 2.36 0.3, and a
hydrogen column density of NH~6:9z1:8

{1:5|1021 cm{2, in excess of
the absorption within the Milky Way (see Supplementary
Information). The inferred unabsorbed peak flux is FX,p<
6.93 10210 erg cm22 s21 (0.3–10 keV). We also measure significant
spectral softening during the outburst.

The XRO was in the field of view of the Swift Burst Alert Telescope
(BAT;15–150 keV)beginning30minbeforeandcontinuing throughout
the outburst, but no c-ray counterpart was detected. Thus, the outburst
was not a GRB (see also Supplementary Information). Integrating over
the duration of the outburst, we place a limit on the c-ray fluence of
fc= 83 1028 erg cm22 (3s), a factor of three times higher than an
extrapolation of the X-ray spectrum to the BAT energy band.

The total energy of the outburst is thus EX< 23 1046 erg, at least
three orders of magnitude lower10 than GRBs. The peak luminosity is
LX,p< 6.13 1043 erg s21, several orders of magnitude larger than the
Eddington luminosity (the maximum luminosity for a spherically
accreting source) of a solar mass object, outbursts from ultra-luminous
X-ray sources and type I X-ray bursts. In summary, the properties of
XRO080109 are distinct from those of all known X-ray transients.

The birth of a supernova

Simultaneous observations of the field with the co-aligned
Ultraviolet/Optical Telescope (UVOT) on board Swift showed no
evidence for a contemporaneous counterpart. However, UVOT
observations just 1.4 h after the outburst revealed11 a brightening
ultraviolet/optical counterpart. Subsequent ground-based optical
observations also uncovered11–13 a coincident source.

We promptly obtained optical spectroscopy of the counterpart
with the Gemini North 8-m telescope beginning 1.74 d after the
outburst (Fig. 2). The spectrum is characterized by a smooth con-
tinuum with narrow absorption lines of Na I (wavelengths 5,890
and 5,896 Å) at the redshift of NGC 2770. More importantly, we
note broad absorption features near 5,200 and 5,700 Å and a drop-
off beyond 7,000 Å, strongly suggestive of a young supernova.
Subsequent observations confirmed these spectral characteristics11,14,
and the transient was classified11,15 as type Ibc SN 2008D based on the
lack of hydrogen and weak silicon features.

Thanks to the prompt X-ray discovery, the temporal coverage of
our optical spectra exceeds those of most supernovae, rivalling even
the best-studied GRB-associated supernovae, and SN 1987A (Fig. 2).
We see a clear evolution from a mostly featureless continuum to
broad absorption lines, and finally to strong absorption features with
moderate widths. Moreover, our spectra reveal the emergence of
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Figure 1 | Discovery image and X-ray light curve of XRO080109/
SN2008D. a, X-ray (left) and ultraviolet (right) images of the field obtained
on 2008 January 7 UT during Swift observations of the type Ibc supernova
2007uy. No source is detected at the position of SN2008D to a limit of
=1023 counts s21 in the X-ray band and U> 20.3mag. b, Repeated
ultraviolet andX-ray observations of the field from January 9 UT duringwhich
we serendipitously discovered XRO080109 and its ultraviolet counterpart.
The position of XRO080109 is right ascension a5 09 h 09min 30.70 s,
declination d5 33u 089 19.10 (J2000) (63.50), about 9 kpc from the centre of
NGC2770. c, X-ray light curve of XRO080109 in the 0.3–10 keV band. The
datawere accumulated in thephotoncountingmode andwereprocessedusing
version 2.8 of the Swift software package, including themost recent calibration
and exposuremaps. The high count rate resulted in photon pile-up, which we
correct for by fitting aKing function profile to the point spread function (PSF)
to determine the radial point at which the measured PSF deviates from the
model. The counts were extracted using an annular aperture that excluded the
affected 4 pixel core of the PSF, and the count rate was corrected according to
the model. Error bars,61s. Using a fast rise, exponential decay model (red
curve), we determine the properties of the outburst, in particular its onset
time, t0, which corresponds to the explosion time of SN2008D. The best-fit
parameters are a peak time of 636 7 s after the beginning of the observation,
an e-folding time of 1296 6 s, and peak count rate of 6.26 0.4 counts s21

(90%confidence level usingCash statistics). Thebest-fit valueof t0 is January 9
13:32:40UT (that is, 9 s before the start of the observation) with a 90%
uncertainty range of 13:32:20 to 13:32:48UT.
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Nuclear Burning Instabilities
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Binary Population Synthesis
S. de Mink, M. Zapartas 
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of Ib/c progenitors
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Margutti et al., in prep



The PROBLEM

Progenitor System

“…The end is  
where we start  
from…” 

The Little Gidding by T. S. Eliot
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Type Ia SN2014J 
Host Galaxy: M82, D=3.5 

Mpc
Explosion image

Margutti +14
Chandra X-ray images



X-rays from Supernovae
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